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OFFICIAL INSTALLATION 

AND BLESSING—On Sun., 

March 15, at 11 a.m. Mass, Fa-

ther Antonio Quijano, Jr., pastor 

of St. Patrick’s, blessed and in-

stalled members of the 2020 par-

ish council.  Pictured, from left to 

right, are Teri Funsch, Gary 

Laca, Betsy Louie, Cheryl Scher-

schel, Alicia Centeno, and Jean-

nette Hale. Not pictured: Bill 

Crooks, Connie Knoll, and Paul 

Loop.  Parish council normally 

meets on the last Wed. of every 

month at 6 p.m. in the parish hall. 

However, due to the coronavirus, 

the church, office and hall are 

closed until further notice. 

Reflections On Good Friday And Its Relevance Today 
Editor’s note: Deacon Kurt Carlson submitted the following as we all try to adapt to the church closure during Holy Week. 

They were huddled 

together, locked down, 

for fear engulfed them. 

 Would the author-

ities come after them, 

to kill them or destroy 

any memory of this 

man called Jesus? 

Would one of them become a Judas 

and betray them? That knock on the 

door! Is it the Romans or the soldiers 

of Ciaphas? Do we dare answer? 

 What thoughts would have gone 

through the minds of the apostles? Did 

the thoughts give them a sense of peace 

or terror?  

 Jesus was dead. They had seen it. 

They were all alone. There was no Ho-

ly Spirit to comfort them. All they had 

were their memories of their time with 

Jesus. What did He tell them? Were the 

miracles they had seen just tricks of 

their eyes? Perhaps they were stories 

that other apostles told them if they had 

not been present. 

 Minutes went by like hours. A day 

would seem to take forever. 

 When people do not know what is 

going to happen, time goes by so slow-

ly. 

 There was no Jesus now. No con-

versation with Him. No teachings from 

Him. What happens tomorrow if there 

is no tomorrow? 

 They did not know that there was 

to be a tomorrow and an Easter. 

 For all of us, these are strange 

times. However, what we have come to 

realize is this is the real Good Friday 

experience of our lives. 

 On Good Friday, the altar is 

stripped bare. There is no Jesus in the 

Tabernacle. There are no sacraments. 

Nothing. Just our memories and our 

faith that Easter will come. The apos-

tles did not know that there would be 

an Easter. 

 We should use this time as we 

await a new Easter. Reflect on what 

our faith is. Hold on to it, for these are 

trying times. 

 We should really rejoice to share 

in the experience of Good Friday that 

the apostles had experienced. They 

would go on to evangelize the world 

when their Easter came. 

 May we do the same. 

—-Deacon Kurt Carlson 

Deacon Carlson 

Check St. Pat’s Website 

To obtain current information on the 

status of the closure of St. Patrick’s 

church, parish office and parish hall, 

as well as other information related to 

the coronavirus, check St. Pat’s web-

site at www.stpatricksparish.org. An 

effort is being made to post new devel-

opments, or messages from Bishop 

Calvo of the Diocese of Reno, as they 

occur. 

Maybe for once, we celebrate 

Easter differently. Maybe we 

celebrate the Resurrection 

just as the disciples did. 

Alone, in the silence, hoping 

the faith 

outweighs the fear.                             

—Casey Kerins— 
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2020 FIRST COMMUNION CLASS—The bulletin 

board on the west wall of the Rose Room displays the 

children who will receive First Communion at St. Pat-

rick’s this year as well as art projects in relationship to 

the event. First Communion is currently scheduled for 

Sun., May 3, although this may change if the church 

remains closed due to the coronavirus. Therese Falani 

and Katy Loop teach the First Communion class, while 

Mary Thomas is the First Communion instructor for 

the group of older students. Students have been learn-

ing about the Real Presence of Jesus in the sacrament 

of the Holy Eucharist and enjoyed making golden 

monstrances out of fancy paper. While St. Pat’s facili-

ties are closed, instruction has proceeded via the com-

puter. Parishioners are asked to pray for these children 

so they can continue learning about their Catholic faith 

after receiving their First Communion. God bless the 

youth as they progress on their faith journeys!  

Question: How are you and your family coping during the current health crisis 

involving the coronavirus? 

Colleen Sabatino: Phil and I just stay home. When I have to go to the store, I wear gloves and a mask. I do miss going to 

Mass. I think how lucky we are to be able to attend Mass either on TV or online. 

Sheila Scholz: Jeff and I are staying home. We go shopping individually. I still go on my walks. 

Gary Laca: This pandemic has affected all of us although some much more than others. Although we are thankful we live 

in a rural area, where social distancing is not as mentally and emotionally taxing, interaction with our friends and family in 

Reno has stopped. Additionally, our daughter is a First Responder doing COVID-19 testing which is greatly concerning. 

The current situation shows all of us how precious life is, and the only true comfort we can have is our Catholic faith. 

Pete Larson: These are trying times for sure. But, on the bright side, I’ve enjoyed the daily Masses of Pope Francis. He’s a 

gentle soul with a great message. I’ve begun to learn the Gloria and Lamb of God in Latin! 

Jeannette Hale: I am not taking any chances with this virus. My husband Alan has bone marrow cancer (going on 16 years 

now) and has no immune system. He is unable to do much work, so we are enjoying each other’s company and filling our 

days with TV, reading, crosswords, and just enjoy being cocooned together.  

(From the editor: Many thanks ♥ to the above parishioners who were willing to share their experiences!) 


